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The Final Presbtery Vote On Church Union 


On Tuesday, April 26, the last four Presbyteries voted on Church Union with the fol- 
lowing results: 


PRESBYTERY UNION “SNION- 


Wilmington - + + + «= «= =» 47 51 
ie oS oT ee 53 
Montgomery - - += + += = = 59 59 
i ee Oe a 33 14 


This brings to a total: Presbyteries Voting For Union 42 


Presbyteries Voting Against Union 43 
One Tie Vote 


A full analysis of the vote will be given in the next issue of The Journal. 
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Editor, Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Sir: 


With grave concern I have just learned of 
the action of the General Council embodied 
in its recommendation to the Assembly to the 
effect that henceforth ministers in joining a 
presbytery be required to bind themselves to 
support the benevolence program of the Church. 
This letter is in no sense to be construed as 
opposing our benevolence program. Personally 
I have always supported these agencies, and | 
plan to continue to do so. There are reports, 
however, that a few ministers here and there 
are not in full sympathy with our way of han- 
dling benevolence funds, and are channeling 
their monies elsewhere. Probably such practice 
has not yet assumed any sizable proportions. 

And now comes the announcement of the 
above mentioned overture to the Assembly. 
Somehow I cannot avoid my first impression, 
that this is an attempt to force our people to 
get into line and stay there—or else. Southern 
Presbyterians have never been noted for their 
favorable response to coercive measures, and 
they are not likely to warm up to this new one. 


Furthermore, the timing of the proposal is 
anything but opportune. We have just voted 
upon the question of Church Union, and at 
least one of the parties to the debate desires to 
forget the unpleasantness still fresh in the 
minds of the Church, and get down to business. 
The overture does not promise such a result, 
but on the contrary is most likely to widen the 
breach that is already too wide. 
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At this point we shall do well to remember 
that a quite similar condition has developed in 
the U. S. A. Church within the past few years. 
About the year 1930 widespread suspicion arose 
among the members of that Church with refer- 
ence to the wise and proper use by the boards 
of benevolence funds. This resulted in the flow 
of considerable money to other agencies than 
those of the Assembly. Certain ministers were 
tried and unfrocked for refusal to obey the As- 
sembly’s orders that they get into line, and in 
1933 the Independent Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions was organized, and a new denomination, 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church came into 
being. 


Anything like this would be tragic in the ex- 
treme should it take place in our Church, and 
it is to avoid such a tendency that these words 
are being written. 


Nor is the situation improved, but rather ag- 
gravated, by the reported activities of the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union. This Com- 
mittee is said to have met in Cincinnati on 
March 11 with like Committees from the other 
two churches at the north, and too after it was 
known that our Church had voted against the 
merger. It is reported that these Committees 
have drawn plans to be presented to the three 
Assemblies, aimed at certain cooperative efforts. 
To some of us this resembles a “die-hard” at- 
titude. 


Should the Assembly of our Church adopt 
these proposals it is certainly well within the 
sphere of probability that the majority of our 
people will not like it. 


A far better way, it seems to me, to bring 
about the desired peace in our Church and to 
persuade our ministers and laymen to line up 
solidly behind our benevolence program is first 
of all to cease completely all agitation of con- 
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troversial questions, and then to demonstrate 

to our whole constituency by wise statesman- 

ship and evangelical soundness and fervor our 

unqualified competence to receive and disburse 

all the benevolence funds of the churches. 
Yours truly, 


Greenville, N. C. J. W. Hassell 


“EDITORIALS 


Pressurizing Our Ministers 





We have always held in the highest esteem 
the General Council of our church. Its leader- 
ship has been of the finest calibre in stimulat- 
ing our church in a number of recent “move- 
ments” that have graciously led our people for- 
ward to more liberal giving and more intensive 
effort in the things of the Kingdom. We cer- 
tainly have no quarrel with the splendid level 
of its achievements in every line of endeavor 
in the past. 


We regret, however, according to recent in- 
formation, that the Council is sponsoring a 
resolution to be presented to our next General 
Assembly that will definitely “pressurize” our 
ministers in the support of the benevolent pro- 
gram of our church. Each newly ordained min- 
ister must pledge to support the church’s pro- 
gram. Each older minister is expected to act 
the same way. 


Before we say much on this subject, we would 
emphasize the fact that we have always tried 
in recent years to accept the full “askings’” for 
benevolent purposes and in most instances have 
nearly always exceeded those goals in the gifts 
of the people. We heartily believe in that sort 
of cooperation where we have confidence in 
the Boards of the church, and strive earnestly 
to support the splendid programs they present. 


Real chagrin fills our souls when we think 
of a minister actually being compelled to sup- 
port carte blanche the entire benevolent pro- 
gram of his church without the slightest powers 
of discrimination allowed, or choice being left 
to him or to his session. Let us suppose, for 
instance, that in future days, due to a swing 
in sentiment, the Japanese International Chris- 
tian University became an object of benevo- 
lences. Its support has been rejected twice by 
our Assembly, yet there are many in our church 
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who conscientiously believe this is a worthy 
cause. They have contributed to it in spite of 
the Assembly's actions. Others, by the same 
token, feel deeply that since we would have 
no voice in its control and since it employs 
non-Christians on the faculty it would certainly 
not be a proper object for our gifts. Under 
this proposed new ruling ministers would be 
compelled, by virtue of their vows, to support 
this institution, whether or no. Their con- 
sciences would be violated as honest men, but 
they would have no recourse to do otherwise. 


Let us grant that there are some ministers 
in our church who do not support our benev- 
olent program as they ought. Let us further 
agree that our General Council has no sinister 
motives in mind. These men are acting no 
doubt in all good faith and sincerity as they 
view the broad sweep of the entire benevolent 
work of our denomination. They feel keenly 
the need of a fuller undergirding by all our 
pastors and churches of all the work at home 
and abroad. In this we sympathize fully with 
them and their worthwhile intentions. But, 
may we not plead for a continuation of the 
tolerant kind of Christian democracy that has 
surely brought us to our present high level of 
attainment. We cannot help but feel that we 
would be stooping to an unhealthy type of 
coercion that is inimical to our great Presby- 
terian and Protestant heritage. Let us carefully 
train our ministers to support the work and 
tactfully urge them to cooperate rather than 
force them into a “straight-jacket” of ecclesiasti- 
cal vows that stifle the freedom of their con- 
sciences and cut the nerve of their spontaneous 
inner desire to lead their people in true benev- 
olent giving. This resolution, in our judgment, 
would greatly hinder rather than develop our 
people in the broad program of our church. 


—R. W. C. 





Will God Bless Our Present 
International Policy? 


This writer has no desire to unduly alarm 
people. But, there is a concerted movement 
going on in America at this time which, in our 
judgment, is sinister in the extreme. 


It is not coincidence that various groups, at 
spaced intervals of about one week, have been 
wiring President Eisenhower urging that we de- 
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cline to have any part in the defense of the 
off-shore islands of Matsu and Quemoy. 


It has not just happened that three weeks 
ago the officials of the National Council of 
Churches sent such a telegram; that one week 
later fourteen outstanding Churchmen sent a 
similar message; that a few days later thirty- 
five prominent Americans conveyed the same 
demand by telegram. 


It is not just incidental that among those 
who have been urging the turning over of these 
strategic islands are those who are as insistently 
working for the recognition of Communist 
China. 


Behind all of this activity is the sinister fact 
that once these islands are lost to Nationalist 
China and the Free World, Communist China’s 
position is greatly strengthened and that of 
those who hope to regain China for freedom 
is correspondingly weakened. 


Writing from Formosa a missionary recently 
observed: “Jn Korea four hundred Presbyterian 
ministers were killed by the Communists, and 
there are thousands upon thousands of maimed 
and widows and orphans. In China missionaries 
have been forced to leave the country. Reading 
the views of some prominent persons in the 
West one wonders if men have forgotten so 
soon these facts, or do not care if the scourge 
is let loose on Formosa.” 


Do we forget that communism has one 
avowed purpose: to dominate the world? This is 
to be accomplished sooner or later, by subver- 
sion and infiltration if possible, by aggression 
where necessary. 

Do we forget that communism is dedicated 
to destroy worship of God and to keep men 
from having faith in Him? 


Do we close our eyes to what communism 
has done and continues to do where in control? 
How they destroy those who oppose, subvert 
the minds a.id wills of those under their dom- 
ination, particularly the young, taking away 
every freedom which comes from faith in God 
and His Word. 


Are we going to continue to applaud commu-- 
nism where, for the sake of immediate gain— 
or expediency—they promise to stop doing that 
which they should never have done in the first 
place? 

Embodied in this problem is one of national 
righteousness. God deals with nations, as He 
does with individuals. Today we find America, 
the recipient of untold blessings from God, 
turning to international policies which can 
cause sorrow and suffering to all concerned. 


Our recent study of Asa’s reign serves as an 
apt illustration of what God expects of nations 
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which are the recipients of His special favor and 
blessing. When Ethiopia attacked Judah, Asa 
turned to God for help, and God gave him a 
mighty victory. But, when Baasha, king of Israel, 
came against Judah, Asa turned to an alliance 
with a pagan nation, rather than to God for 
help. God’s judgment followed Asa’s action. 


In 1931 we officially recognized Russia, a 
nation which is openly and officially against 
God and dedicated to the destruction of the 
Christian faith and all of the blessings which 
emanate from that faith. 


From that time our national and interna- 
tional problems have multiplied. Now we have 
come to the place where, in desperation, we 
sit down at the counselling table to bargain 
with these men and nations which hate God 
and His Christ. 


Nothing good can come from this trust in 
man-made alliances. All men of good will want 
peace, but peace bought at the price of com- 
promise with principle and at the expense of 
continued betrayal of God-fearing allies does 
not mean peace—it means judgment on us for 
our own perfidy. 


We write with deep feeling because we believe 
that now, if ever, America must make a decision 
-regardless of the apparent cost. We believe 
our gravest trouble today comes from ow 
fear of doing the right thing. That Church 
leaders are chiming in to continue and even 
magnify our present course and policies makes 
it all the more tragic. 


Surely Christians, of all people, should be 
realistic—facing the situation in the world, not 
in the light of either power politics or confused 
international pressures but rather in the light 
of God’s power and overruling providence. 





Let us determinine to do what is right, dis- 
continuing our dallying with these enemies of 
God, and firm in our knowledge that the battle 
is not to the swift nor the strong, but to the man 
and the nation whose God is the Lord. 

—L. N. B. 
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The Recommendations Of The 
Committee On Cooperation 
And Union Were Not 


Approved Unanimously 
Paul D. Hastings—Reidsville, N. C. 


The March 21, 1955, issue of the Presbyterian 
Outlook contains an article covering the recom- 
mendations which the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union will make to the coming Gen- 
eral Assembly concerning its future status and 
work. The article points out that the Commit- 
tee will ask that it be continued as a permanent 
standing committee although its name _ be 
changed to Inter-Church Relations. As to the 
future work of this committee the article states: 


“In the recent meetings of the U.S., U.S.A. 
and United Presbyterian committees on co- 
operation and union in Cincinnati (separately 
and jointly) all efforts were directed toward 
finding ways and means of effecting better 
cooperation between the churches. 


“At the General Assemblies recommendations 
will be offered calling for these cooperative 
ventures: 


“—-Participation in the celebration of the 
250th anniversary of the establishment of the 
first American Presbytery in 1956 (U.S. and 
U.S.A.). 


“—-Joint evangelistic programs 


“—-A combined program for chaplains and 
armed forces personnel 


“Encouragement of nationwide and regional 
rallies of Presbyterian men and of women 


“—Greater unity of effort on college and 
university campuses; also in theological educa- 
tion and in the field of ministerial relations 


“—In overlapping or border synods, encour- 
agement of joint synod meetings, youth work, 
men’s meetings, women’s meetings, home mis- 
sions and evangelism, comity in establishing 
new chapels and churches 


“—-Joint conferences between the respective 
boards of the three churches, and cooperative 
work wherever possible. 


“With two recognized opponents of union 
from the U.S. church present, this recommen- 
dation was approved unanimously both in the 
denominational committee meetings and in the 
joint meeting.” (end of quote from article) 


The two recognized opponents of Union on 
the committee not only disapproved of the 
elaborate program which the committee will 
make to the General Assembly but have filed 
a notice of dissent with Dr. E. C. Scott which 
will be presented to the General Assembly giv- 
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ing the reasons why they think such recommen- 
dations are unwise, and which are as follows: 
NOTICE OF DISSENT 
“We, the undersigned members of the Per- 
manent Committee on Cooperation and Union 
respectfully request that we be recorded as vot- 
ing against adoption of that portion of the 
report to the General Assembly under the cap- 
tion of Co-operation for the following reason: 
While we are sincerely in favor of some of 
the proposals and of an effective plan of co- 
operation with our brethren of the other 
churches, we believe that some of the proposals 
made in this report are unwise, and that the 
elaborate program outlined, will, under exist- 
ing circumstances, naturally be construed as 
a program of promotion and propaganda for 
organic union, and by provoking continued 
discussion and agitation of that question will 
prove hurtful to the peace and to the normal 
program of the church, at a time when every 
effort should be put forth to promote harmony 
and cooperation within our own church.” 
Respectfully, 
Signed: G. Gillespie, 
T. H. Stukes.” 


Certainly the members of our Church can 
clearly see that all of the recommendations of 
this Committee, especially that it be made a 
permanent committee, IS A WELL-PLANNED 
COURSE OF CONTINUED AGITATION 
FOR UNION ON A PERMANENT BASIS 
AND USING THE MACHINERY, PRO- 
GRAMS AND GIFTS OF THE ENTIRE 
CHURCH TO DO SO. There is no more 
justification for our setting up a committee 
to work along these lines with the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A., than with the Baptist, Meth- 
odist, or any other denomination, EXCEPT 
THAT IT BE USED AS A MEANS TO BRING 
US INTO AN ORGANIC UNION WITH 
THE NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. 


Our Church has expressed itself against 
Union, and it is both Christian and in order that 
this committee be dissolved completely and 
our Church be allowed to have peace on this 
issue. If this committee remains in existence 
and continues its outline program, there will 
be no alternative left for those who are opposed 
to Union but to oppose their agitation for 
Union in every way possible. 


The overwhelming majority of the members 
of our Church, including many who are for 
Union in principle, feel very strongly that it 
is for the best interest of our Church that this 
committee be dissolved completely and that we 
have peace on this Union issue in order that 
all the members might devote their time, en- 
ergies, and gifts to the main programs and work 
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of the Church. Every effort should be made to 
see that this committee is dissolved completely 
and that our Church has peace on the Union 
issue which has caused so much strife and divi- 
sion in the past. 





Opening The Way For The 
Altar Call In Scotland 


By George Burnham 


Glasgow, Scotland — The revolution against 
ritual is spreading among the churches in Scot- 
land. Spearheaded by the warm, old-fashioned 
services held nightly in the Kelvin Hall by 
Evangelist Billy Graham, the revolt against cold 
program procedure is being carried forward by 
the ministers. 


Scores of preachers in Scotland are giving 
invitations to come forward and confess Christ 
for the first time in their ministry. This is re- 
garded by churchmen as the most significant 
phase of the All-Scotland Crusade which enters 
its sixth and final week Monday. 


It may be difficult for Americans to under- 
stand the impact of such a move because such 
invitations are common in many U. S. churches, 
but not so in Scotland where tradition and 
ritual have dominated the austere services. 
After attending a service at Kelvin the Rev. 
Bernard Hearfield, pastor of Lamlock Presby- 
terian Church, decided to break away from his 
usual program and hold an evangelistic meet- 
ing. On the following Sunday he did so and 
20 members of his congregation walked forward. 
“T have long felt such a thing was needed,” he 
said. “The Billy Graham rallies have created 
the kind of climate of thought in which it could 
be done without provoking a riot.” 


Many other ministers also are asking for de- 
cisions at the end of their sermons. The Rev. 
John Hamilton, redhaired ex-marine, minister 
of Tollcross Park Church, did so last Sunday. 
Six people came forward. After the service he 
said, “This has been one of the greatest days 
I have known in my ministry. I claim no 
credit.” In the last three weeks 17 have come 
forward at the Rev. George McNeill’s Baptist 
Church. The Rev. Robert Telfer of Springburn 
Congregational Church has announced he will 
give the invitation on the Sunday after the 
close of the campaign. 


Hundreds of invitations are being given night- 
ly by ministers of Scotland, England, Wales and 
Ireland at relay points where people gather to 
hear the services from Kelvin. A Church of 
Scotland minister gave an invitation in his 
church recently and was practically dumfounded 
when 25 people walked down the aisles. The 
next day he sought out the chairman of the 
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All-Scotland Crusade, the Rev. Tom Allan, told 
him what had happened and asked, “Now that 
I've got them what am I going to do with them? 
He was advised first of all to start a Bible class, 
secondly, to begin a weekly prayer meeting and 
then to begin a regular visitation program in 
the neighborhood with the new converts doing 
the visiting. The remarkable thing about this 
conversation was that the Rev. Tom Allan, who 
was doing the advising, had given the first 
invitation in his own ministry a few nights 
previously. The ministers of Scotland have 
caught a vision and are helping each other. 

This has been one of the paramount prayers 
of the American evangelistic team—that the 
ministers and church people of Scotland will 
focus their eyes on Christ instead of Billy 
Graham. 


Chain Reaction: 

Associate Evangelist Howard Butt gave an in- 
vitation at a factory in a nearby town. A num- 
ber of hands were raised. Songleader Cliff Bar- 
rows noticed that the boss of the factory was 
among those making a decision to live for Christ. 
Others in the factory noted it in the next few 
days, too, when the boss put into action his 
new beliefs. He worked and _ witnessed for 
Christ. 

It led to more decisions. A father went to 
the boss and said, ‘““My 14-year-old son attended 
one of the services at Kelvin and made a de- 
cision. I don’t know what to do with him. My 
wife and I have never had much use for the 
church. The boss suggested that the father 
let him get two tickets for Kelvin so he could 
see for himself what his boy had seen. The 
father said he didn’t think it would do any good 
but consented: to give it a try. 


Together with his wife, he went to Kelvin. 
During the service they were convicted of their 
own sinful lives and walked forward when the 
invitation was given. 

The entire family is now living for Christ. 
They are witnessing along with the boss about 
the change in their lives. And the chain is 
still unwinding. 

= al * 

“] have received word that practically every 
church in Nashville, Tenn., held prayer meet- 
ings recently for Glasgow,” Billy Graham told 
17,000 Scots from the pulpit at Kelvin Hall. 


He added, “You would have to be from the 
southern part of the United States to appre- 
ciate this, but an Episcopal rector led the 
prayer meeting at Nashville’s First Baptist 
Church. Brother, that’s revival.” 


The evangelist also had a report that 400 
people in Barcelona, Spain, were on their knees 
every morning from 6:30 to 7:30 praying for 
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Glasgow. 

The head of a tribe in Northern India, head- 
hunters only 40 years ago, wrote Billy to say 
that an average of 400 tribesmen pray every 
day tor Glasgow. 


Children at a school in Mexico wrote Billy 
they would pray for him daily for the duration 
of the crusade. 


A full-blooded Indian from Montana wrote: 
“The people of the Sioux Reservation are pray- 
ing for you and for the city of Glasgow.” 


* * * 


Crusade Quotes: 


“Against all doubts and sneers can be placed 
the undeniable fact that both inside the Kelvin 
Hall and outside, Dr. Graham has stirred up 
spiritual thought in a way that did not seem 
possible before he came. He has made religion 
new again; he has reminded professing Chris- 
tians everywhere of obligations they had con- 
veniently forgotten; he has bequeathed to our 
native clergy a legacy of renewed interest in 
God’s Word, a legacy for them to exploit when 
he has gone.”—Glasgow Evening Citizen. 


Don't let anyone tell you Christianity is for 
old ladies and sissies. It takes steel in your 
backbone. It takes courage to commit yourself 
to Jesus Christ."—Howard Butt, 27-year-old 
owner of over 50 supermarkets in Texas, who 
describes himself as “God’s groceryman.” 


“I don’t know whether Billy Graham realizes 
what he started in England with the meetings 
last year at Harringay. At a meeting recently, 
hundreds of churches in England and Wales 
pledged themselves to evangelize the nation for 
God this year.”"—Dr. F. Copeland-Simmons, 
moderator of Free Church, Federal Council, of 
England and Wales. 


“I have never in my life seen it so easy to 
discuss religion, the church, the Bible, Chris- 
tianity and things pertaining to the Kingdom of 
God.”"—Minister from Dunoon in conversation 
with Associate Evangelist Grady Wilson. 
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ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 105 


STRONG TESTIMONY 


Mr. George Burnham is a Staff Writer on the 
News-Free Press of Chattanooga, Tenn. He is 
at present in Scotland, covering the Billy 
Graham crusade there, and Journal readers 
have already been treated to several articles 
from his unusually trenchant style of reporting. 
Anglers has chosen to incorporate in this column 
one of his best stories, because it is a humble 
but powerful testimonial of his own personal 
experience in being “delivered from the power 
of darkness and translated into the kingdom of 
His dear Son.” (Col.1:3) Here is a man who 
stands high in his journalistic profession, but 
is willing to bare to the public his former dis- 
solute life in order that he may show the power 
of Jesus Christ to save. 


Glasgow, Scotland—The hotel chambermaid 
walked into my room to check its condition 
just as I was preparing to leave for the Billy 
Graham services in Kelvin Hall. 


She was a shriveled litthe woman of about 
50 and, unlike most Scots, she rarely smiled. 
It was evident that life held few pleasures for 
her. 


For a number of days, in cleaning the room, 
she had noticed all the clippings around my 
typewriter about Billy Graham, and assumed 
that I was a member of his team. 


Just to make conversation, she asked: “Well, 
how is the campaign going?” 


“Wonderful,” I replied. 


She frowned, and straightened up the bed 
before replying: 


“Sometimes I doubt whether there really is 
a God. And if there is, He can’t be a very 
just God. I don’t see why He makes my life 
so hard. My health has never been good, but 
I have to put in long hours while others seem 
to prosper without working too much. It just 
doesn’t seem right. 


“And I know that God doesn’t answer 
prayers. Before my mother and father died, I 
prayed as hard as I could that God would spare 
them, but He didn’t. All three of my brothers 
died in the last few years. I prayed for them, 
too, but it didn’t do any good.” 


Praying silently under my breath for wisdom 
and words to help this unhappy woman, I said: 
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“You know, the Bible teaches that before we 
can pray for others there is something we must 


do, with sincere heart. We must pray, ‘God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner,’ and then accept 
by faith that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 
‘the way, the truth, and the life.’”’ 


That didn’t make sense to her, and she con- 
tinued grumbling, painting God as an ethereal 
grouch. Nothing I seemed to say had any effect. 


Then, just as she was preparing to leave the 
room, a different approach seemed to come, and 
I said: 


“You told me about some of your troubles. 
I'd like to tell you some of mine if you will 
listen a minute. 


“Things are going well for me now, but it 
hasn't always been like that. Four years ago 
I was on the verge of bankruptcy. My family 
had already left me once and it looked as if 
the wife and children would have to leave again. 
I was just no good, and knew it. I was what 
the world regards as a hopeless alcoholic—had 
already lost one good job because of drinking 
and was about to lose another. Everything I did 
seemed to be wrong. 


“] prayed every kind of prayer that I knew 
how to pray, but it was just like talking to a 
blank wall. Nothing worked.” 


For the first time, the shriveled litthe woman 
showed interest, and asked to hear more. She 
stood quietly and listened: 


“I drank socially for several years, and never 
had much trouble with the stuff, but during 
World War II, when I was publishing a Navy 
newspaper in Brazil, I crossed the narrow bor- 
derline that divides the social drinker from the 
alcoholic. 


“After the war I left my home _ town 
(LaGrange, Ga.) and took my family to Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., where I got a job as night 
editor of the Associated Press. 


“After three years the Associated Press fired 
me. I deserved to be fired. Soon afterwards I 
got a job with the News-Free Press. 1 don’t know 
why they gave me a job, because I didn’t deserve 
one. To show my appreciation, I tried to stop 
drinking, but couldn't. 


“One day I was sitting in the office and 
noticed a little squib of paper that said a man 
by the name of Dr. Fred Garland was going 
to tell his life story at a church in Chattanooga 
that night. The clipping indicated he had 
quite a_ life and I asked the city editor about 
going out to write a human interest piece. He 
said okay. I didn’t have any interest in Fred 
Garland. I didn’t have any interest in the 
church, or the Jesus Christ he was going to talk 
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about. The only reason I wanted to do the 
story was the time and half-time I would get 
for working at night. 


“IT sat on the front row with a photographer 
and heard an incredible story—about a ‘boy 
wonder’ in show business, who let drink, dope 
and crime reduce him to the point where he 
walked along the same streets, barefooted, on 
which he had seen -his name in lights. And 
he told of how his life had been transformed 
as he hung on the bars of Toombs Prison in 
New York City, called out to God and asked 
for mercy. 


“He gave an invitation that night for people 
in the church to come forward and begin a new 
life in Christ. I knew that I should go, but 
didn’t. I was afraid of what the photographer 
would think. Found out later he had been 
praying for me. 


“Dr. Garland dismissed the congregation and 
came over to where I was standing. He said, 
‘George, I appreciate the publicity you are 
going to give me, but there’s something more 
important. I want to ask you a question. 
Wouldn't you like to commit your life to 
Christ?” My reply: ‘I don’t understand too 
much what it’s all about, but if He can do for 
me what He has done for you, I would like to. 
I can look into your face and tell you're a 
happy man. I’m miserable.’ 


“He asked me to go into a little side room 
with him, where he asked if I would kneel with 
him in prayer. I had never knelt sincerely for 
anything. 


“Dr. Garland opened the Bible and showed 
me with Scripture that sin was my trouble, not 
alcohol. The Bible says ‘all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.’ After the life 
I had lived, it didn’t take much to convince 
me that I was a sinner. 


“Then he told me the simple story of Jesus, 
in a way that had never made sense to me 
before—how the Son of God came down from 
his home in Heaven and loved a miserable, 
wretched, no good individual like George Burn- 
ham enough to die for him. The story broke 
my heart, and I wept, unashamedly. He showed 
me a verse which said, ‘If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature. Old things are 
passed away; behold, all things become new.’ 


“ “George, he said, ‘you can wipe out the 
past and become a new creature in Christ if 
you will, by faith, surrender your life to Him, 
right now. You don’t have to understand all 
about it. Just let go and let God. He will 
transform your life.’ 


“That night, by faith, I surrendered my life 
to Christ and a strange, wonderful peace came 
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into my heart as I knelt there on the floor. I 
felt different, somehow, when I got to my feet. 


“We have a happy, Christian home now. 
Each day, with my wife and children, we read 
the Word of God and then kneel as a family 
to thank Him for all that we have. We wouldn't 
have a home if Jesus hadn’t been invited in— 
to be our guest, adviser and friend—forever.” 


The shriveled little cleaning woman had 
dropped her head, but her eyes came up when 
I said: 


“You lost both your father and mother. So 
did I, within six months of each other, But, 
you know, it’s different when a person dies in 
Christ. My mother and father, bless their hearts, 
died without one worry. They knew where they 
were going and they knew that every child 
would be with them again soon. 


“But such assurance isn’t all that Christ gives 
to us. I read in the Bible one night where He 
will pick us up out of the dust of the earth 
and let us associate with princes, even the princes 
of our people. The first time I read that was 
one midnight in the Mayflower Hotel at Wash- 
ington, D. C. The next morning I had break- 
fast with the page g of the United States. 
Last year I had a talk with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the man who placed the crown on 
the head of the Queen of England. I had in- 
terviews with some of the leading political and 
military figures of Great Britain and Europe, 
and I have probably written more personal 
stories about Billy Graham than any living man. 


“Please don’t think that I’m boasting about 
my ability. God gets the credit. I was a hope- 
less alcoholic, on a greased slide to oblivion 
and, just like He promised, He picked me up 
out of the dust of the earth and let me associate 
with princes. 


“He can do the same for you.” 


The shriveled little woman swallowed before 
speaking: 


“I had never heard it quite like that before. 
I'm going to my room for awhile. Maybe God 
will help me with my life.” 


And she turned and left the room! 
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Helps for Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, May 8, Proverbs 16:3-7. 


Many people conceive of God as a weak, dot- 
ing grandfather. What does v.4 tell of His power 
and supremacy? How does He look upon sin 
(v.5)? How certain is His punishment of it 
(vv.4-5) ? What attitude is expected of His crea- 
tures toward Him (vv.3,5,6)? What is my atti- 
tude toward Him? To “fear the Lord” is to 
live in reverential respect and awe of who He 
is and what He stands for. What type of 
behavior should this “fear” produce (v.6b) ? 
Notice God's willingness to watch over those 
whose hearts are right toward Him. He for- 
gives (v.6), protects (v.7), and guides (v.3). 
How real is my “fear” of the Lord? How is 
my conduct different because of it? 


Monday, May 9, Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 

Moses is teaching his people God's law (v.1). 
The heart of the law, the Ten Commandments, 
has been presented (5:6-21), and in 6:4 Moses 
begins an exposition of it. Compare 6:4-5 with 
5:6-15 (the first four commandments). In what 
ways does the “first and greatest’ command- 
ment draw out the meaning of 5:6-15? What 
basic attitude toward God do the first four 
commandments advocate? Verse four of chapter 
six means that God, as He has revealed Him- 
self to Israel, is the one true God. How do the 
first four commandments teach this fact? Does 
the fact that I keep the first four command- 
ments demonstrate my faith in the one true 
God? Is God the “boss’’ of my daily life? How 
“holy” are my Sabbath days? Do I ever use 
God’s name in a flippant manner? Does the 
way in which | keep the first four command- 
ments demonstrate my love for the one true 
God? 


Tuesday, May 10, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 


The Israelites were standing on the banks of 
the Jordan preparing to enter the promised land. 
What are the incentives that are presented to 
obey the Lord’s commands (v.3)? How de- 
pendent was the Israelite’s prosperity upon their 
faithfulness to the Lord’s commands (vv. 2,3) ? 
Is the emphasis, then, that is placed upon teach- 
ing these commandments to the children out 
of place (vv.6-9)? To what degree of thorough- 
ness are the youth of my church being taught 
the Bible? Does v.5 indicate that the prospect 
of fruitfulness and prosperity should be the 
only incentive for the Israelites to obey God? 
What are the incentives that I have to do the 
will of God? Am I ready to take Christ seriously 
and to spiritually “possess” that which He has 
for me? 





























Wednesday, May 1|1, Matthew 18:1-b. 

What did the disciples hope Jesus’ answer 
to their question of v.| would be? (See Mark 
9:34 for the attitude of their hearts when they 
asked it.) How would the placing of a child in 
their midst drive home the point Jesus was 
making? Was His answer the very opposite of 
what they were expecting? From what sins would 
they have to turn (v.3) in order to become like 
little children? From what sin will I have to 
turn in order to possess a child-like faith? How 
is humility achieved (v.4)? Notice the great 
value that Christ attaches to the person who has 
a humble, child-like faith in Him (vv.5,6). Am 
| proud of my importance to the work of God 
and His church? Or do I cling to the merits of 
my Savior as my only surety? 


Thursday, May 12, Matthew 19:13-15. 

The Jews highly regarded the “blessing” of 
a father or a great prophet. (See Genesis 
27:30-34) What does the fact that the parents 
brought their children to Jesus indicate of their 
faith? What might this experience mean to a 
child in later years? As a parent, do I take 
advantage of every opportunity to,help my chil- 
dren grow in the faith? How am I fulfilling the 
vows I made when my children were baptized? 
Do I have the faith I need myself in order to 
help them? Why do you think the disciples 
acted as they did in v.13? Perhaps they thought 
the children were too “noisy,” or that they were 
“getting in the way,” or that Jesus did not have 
time to “bother with them” when there were 
adults present. Did Jesus like to have the chil- 
dren near (v.14)? How great is the value of a 
child in His eyes (v.14)? What can I do to 
bring little children to Jesus (v.13) ? 


Friday, May 13, Ephesians 6;1-3. 

Notice in Romans 1:28-30 and II Timothy 
3:1-4 the sins with which disobedience to par- 
ents is associated. Describe the characteristics 
of the Christian home according to Ephesians 
6:1-3. Are these characteristics prevalent in 
America today? in your home? Observe the two 
aspects of the child’s relationship to the parent. 
“Obedience is the duty; honor is the disposition 
of which the obedience is born.” “In the Lord” 
(v.1) implies that the child is to obey the parent 
until in doing so he would have to disobey 
Christ (Matthew 10:37). How does this truth 
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apply to parents forbidding children to go to 
the mission field? Can your children honor you 
as a truly “Christian” parent? As they obey 
your word and follow your example, are they 
growing into the likeness of their Savior? 


Saturday, May 14,Ephesians 6:4. 

While children are to obey their parents, 
notice that the responsibility for a harmonious 
relationship rests with the parent as well. The 
parent is to require obedience of the child with- 
out being overbearing. Look up Proverbs 13:24; 
19:18; 22:15; 23;13 for the place of discipline 
in the home. Are these proverbs old-fashioned 
and out of date? What should the reason be- 
hind our discipline be (Titus 2:4)? How will 
a child react to this kind of correction? Is the 
danger in America today of being too lenient 
or too harsh with children? What type of testi- 
mony do I have to the non-Christian in the 
way I manage my home (I Timothy 3:2-5)? 
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LESSON FOR MAY 15 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





‘zz1ah’s Strength and Failure 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 25, 26; 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 


A great many men are a strange mixture of “Strength and Failure.” 


predominates, and sometimes, the “Failure.” 


Sometimes the “Strength” 


Anyone who has caught a vision of the glory and majesty of God, like Isaiah saw in his 
vision described for us in the sixth chapter of his prophecy, (our Devotional Reading), will have 


the deepest awe and reverence for God, and for sacred things. 


oftentimes very deficient in proper reverence 
for Jehovah, the True and Living God. They 
were more or less contaminated by the false 
religions around them. I have seen evidence 
of this lack of real adoration in some of our 
worship today. People, even preachers, seem 
to forget that they are in the presence of a 
Holy God Whose glory fills heaven and earth, 
and they “rush in where angels fear to tread” 
and use expressions in prayer and songs which, 
to my old-fashioned ears, seem almost sacri- 
legious. We cannot be too careful when we 
come into God’s House. We worship the same 
God Who said to Moses, Take off thy shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground. Let us remember that 
the First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer is, “Hal- 
lowed be thy name.” “Name,” according to our 
interpretation, includes everything whereby God 
makes Himself known to us. Isaiah, when he 
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, was taught this lesson. In the light 


of this glorious vision he also saw himself 
in all his sin and need. 
It was in the year that Uzziah died that 


Isaiah saw this vision: Uzziah who was a leper 
unto the day of his death, because he had “pro- 
faned the sanctuary.” Let us keep both our 
hearts and our feet when we go into the house 
of the Lord to worship. I am afraid that there 
is some thoughtless and careless profaning of 
His Sanctuary in our day. 


Our Background Scripture includes the reigns 
of two kings, father and son, who were much 
alike. Both ruled for many years, Amaziah, 29, 
and Uzziah, for 52. Both might be classed 
as “50-50” kings,” partly good and partly bad. 
They are not to be classed among the best, 
nor among the worst. 


I. The Reign of Amaziah: 11 Chronicles 25. 


Amaziah did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord, but not with a perfect heart. 
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These kings of Israel and Judah were 





He was kin to some Christians today who have 
never completely surrendered to Christ, nor 
obeyed His command to come out and be 
separate. He was tied up with this world, and 
we have worldly-minded Christians who are in 
love with a good many of the things of this 
earth. They are neither very happy, or very 
good witnesses for their Lord. Lot is a good 
example of such a follower of God. He had 


but little influence in Sodom. 
Amaziah slew the servants that had killed 
his father, (see Ch.24:25,26) but he obeyed 


the law of Moses and did not put their children 
to death. He raised a big army of his own and 
hired a hundred thousand mighty men out of 
Israel. A man of God warned him, however, 
that he must not use these men, for the Lord 
was not with Israel. This placed the king in 
an embarrassing position, as he had already 
agreed to give these men a hundred talents, 
but he obeyed the Lord and separated himself 
from them. This army from Israel showed their 
true colors when, on going back home, they 


fell upon some of the cities of Judah and * 


smote them. I wonder if some of our so-called 
“allies” whom we have bought will not do 
the same way in principle? 


Amaziah was successful in his campaign 
against the Edomites, but he makes the silly 
and fatal mistake of bringing home some of 
the gods of the children of Seir and worshipping 
them. Is not this a strange way of showing 
his gratitude to Jehovah Who had given him 
the victory over his enemies? The very gods 
who had proved unable to help the Edomites 
were taken into his bosom, while he forsakes 
the True and Living God Who had been with 
him and given him success. How could he be 
so senseless and lacking in gratitude? 


\ prophet came and rebuked him, but in- 
stead of listening and repenting, the king threat- 
ens the man of God, telling him to “shut up,” 
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or be smitten. Then the prophet forbare and 
said, “I know that God hath determined to 
destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and 
hath not hearkened unto my counsel.” The 
punishment came upon Amaziah in the usual 
way. He challenges Joash, king of Israel, to 
battle in these words, “Come, let us look one 
another in the face”! Joash answers him with 
scorn and contempt, saying, “The thistle that 
was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in 
Lebanon, saying, Give thy daughter to my son 
to wife: and there passed a wild beast that was 
in Lebanon, and trode down the thistle.” 
Amaziah would not heed this warning in the 
form of a parable: he stubbornly persisted in 
his plan, and God used this method to humble 
the ungrateful king. Joash took Amaziah and 
brought him to Jerusalem and broke down the 
wall of the city and took a great amount of 
spoil. 

The second installment of his punishment 
came later: “They made a conspiracy against 
him in Jerusalem and when he fled to Lachish 
they pursued him and slew him there. He was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David. 
Thus perished this foolish and wicked king who 
left the God Who had blessed him in the early 
part of his reign. May we get a much-needed 
lesson from his sad story. We are only too 
prone to forsake the God Who has blessed us 
and helped us and given us prosperity and 
victory and success. It is sad indeed to see men 
“depart from the faith once delivered to the 
fathers” and become involved in the meshes of 
Modernism, which is not “modern” at all, but 
as old as unbelief. Modernism is just Apostasy, 
and that has existed since the fall of man. It 
is leaving the True God for something which 
is no better than the gods of the Edomites. 


IT. The Reign of Uzziah: I1 Chronicles 26. 

“Like father, like son,” is applicable to these 
two kings. Uzziah’s reign was long and _ pros- 
perous, but it ended sadly on account of the 
irreverent boldness of the king. 


Let us look first at his STRENGTH. In these 
early days he was fortunate indeed to have 
Zechariah as his adviser, who had understand- 
ing in the visions of God, and, as long as he 
sought the Lord, God made him to prosper. 
God helped him against the Philistines and 
other enemies; the Amorites gave him gifts, 
(were tributary), and his name spread abroad 
even to the borders of Egypt; for he strength- 
ened himself exceedingly. He became a great 
builder of towns and cisterns, and was a lover 
of husbandry. His wise administration made 
the whole nation prosperous and happy. 


He also had a host of fighting men; 2600 
chiefs and an army of over 300,000 soldiers, 
equipped with all the machinery of war which 
was known in those days. He was marvelously 
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helped till he was strong. Why is it that 
strength, especially military power, seems to 
turn men’s heads? This has been the downfall 
of many besides Uzziah. Pride goes before de- 
struction, both in national and in individual 
lives. In my own time I have seen two great 
nations—Germany and Japan—go down in this 
way. Whose turn will come next? Russia, Red 
China, or the United States? Let us pray for 
our nation. We have become a great military 
power. Let us not be too proud of our strength. 

Now, let us look at Uzziah’s FAILURE: 
verse 16, where we have a succinct statement 
of the cause of his failure: “But when he was 
strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruc- 
tion.”” The specific sin of which he was guilty 
was different from that of his father, but equally 
fatal. It was the sin of Presumption and Ir- 
reverence. 

When Jehovah gave His Laws concerning 
Worship, He was very careful to set apart cer- 
tain men to preside over that worship. The 
tribe of Levi was chosen, and the priests ap- 
pointed. ‘They had to be most solemnly conse- 
crated tor their office and work, and most 
careful in their approach to God. The sin of 
Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, was punished 
quickly and dramatically as they were smitten 
and died: (see Numbers 3:4, and 16:1-30, and 
26:6.) When David was bringing the Ark to 
Jerusalem the same lesson was taught, (see I 
Chron. 13:9-14) 


No one but the priest could go in to burn 
incense upon the altar. Uzziah, in his pride, 
attempted to usurp the place and prerogative 
of the priest. Azariah, and the other priests, 
who were valiant men, withstood the king. This 
angered the proud monarch and he took the 
censor of incense and while he was in the 
act the priests looked upon him and _ beheld 
the dread leprosy in his forehead. He remained 
a leper to the day of his death, and Jotham, 
his son, took his place as king. 


Thus the proud king was humbled and pun- 
ished. We cannot be too careful in this respect. 
\re we ever guilty of this sin, as we handle 
our Bibles, as we interpret them, and as we 
come to His House? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 15 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Graduation 


Hymn: “Soldiers Of Christ, Arise”’ 
Prayer 

Scripture: Philippians 3:7-14 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

We have come to that time of year when 
people begin to think about graduation. Some 
of our number will likely be graduating from 
high school this year, and for others this pros- 
pect is just a few years ahead. Most of us think 
on graduation with mixed emotions. Some are 
happy because a hard job is completed, others 
rejoice in a job well done, and still others are 
thinking about the future and its challenge. 
There is also a sadness connected with gradua- 
tion. Some young people are frank to admit it, 
and others are not. It is a sobering thought 
thet we are coming to a parting of ways with 
some we have known very well. Some of these 
friends we will see very little and others not 
at all. Graduation is a once-in-a-lifetime kind 
of event. It is a day for which we have been 
preparing for years, and suddenly it is over 
and a thing of the past. It is only natural that 
we should feel rather serious and perhaps sad 
on the occasion of graduation. If we are think- 
ing seriously, now will be a good time to con- 
sider how we shall proceed from here. 

First SPEAKER: 


What is graduation? Of course, we have 
specific reference to graduation from high 
school. Graduation means that we have com- 


pleted a certain stage of development and a 
prescribed course of study which was designed 
to bring about our mental and emotional de- 
velopment. In our schools we have grades, and 
graduation is a completing of the grades. It 
is certainly to be hoped that the completing of 
the course of study has accomplished its aim 
in the lives of the students. The real meaning 
of graduation is that we have reached a certain 
stage of growth in mind and spirit. Assuming 
that this is true in the lives of our graduates, 
where do we go from here? 


We know that high school is the end of one 
era and the beginning of another. Some of 
the young people who are graduating from high 
school this year will be going to college, others 
will be entering more specialized courses of 
training, others will be going into the armed 
forces, and still others will be taking jobs and 
going to work. No matter which of these courses 


MAY 4, 





1955 






are taken, they will be quite different from 
high school, and they will offer new experiences 
and new opportunities for growth and service. 
As young people enter upon these activities they 
will find that they are more independent than 
they have ever been before. They will be ex- 
pected to make more decisions on their own 
and to take on more responsibilities than they 
normally did in high school. New opportunities 
and new responsibilities call for wisdom and 
courage. In former years young people were 
often able to fall back on the wisdom of their 
parents in making decisions. After high school 
there is more demand for making one’s own 
decisions. As we leave one very important phase 
of our lives and enter upon another, it is 
especially important that young people rededi- 
cate themselves to Christ. He-can provide the 
guidance they need, and He will provide the 
wisdom and courage for increased responsibility. 
The grace of God in Christ is sufficient for all 
our needs, and He will grant that grace to all 
who ask for it in faith. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Those who graduate from high school are 
those who have passed all the grades. There 
are no grades numbered from one to twelve 
in our spiritual development, but there ought 
to be progress. There is no set way of measur- 
ing spiritual growth, but it ought to be taking 
place in the life of every Christian. If we did 
have definite spiritual grades, it would be a 
mechanical sort of thing, and we do not believe 
that spiritual matters should be dealt with 
in mechanical ways. But if we did have some 
visible way of determining spiritual progress, 
it might be shocking to see how poorly devel- 
oped some of us are. Before a person can grad- 
uate from high school he is expected to have 
stored up quite a bit of knowledge. Over the 
years that we have been Christians and mem- 
bers of the church how much has our knowl- 
edge of the Bible and the things of God in- 
creased? A high school graduate is expected 
to be able to make skillful use of his knowledge. 
How much progress have we made as effective 
witnesses for Christ? If we were being tested 
for our spiritual knowledge and skill do you 
suppose we would be graduating spiritually as 
well as educationally? If we will do a little 
self-examining, we can make our Christian train- 
ing and our church life far more meaningful. 
Just as high school serves the purpose of devel- 
oping our minds and our skills, so the church 
serves the purpose of leading us to Christ and 
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then building up our spiritual lives in His 
knowledge and service. With the help of Christ, 
let us determine that our spiritual development 
will keep pace with our educational progress. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 
(Use these questions and any others which 
you can think of to start a discussion.) 


1. In what ways can the church help to guide 
its young people after high school? 


2. What are some of the means young people 


should be using to bring about their spiritual 
growth and development? 





Women’s Work 


OUR 1955 BIRTHDAY OFFERING 





“He is our Lord Jesus Christ from whom we 
receive our commission to forward obedience to 
the faith in all nations.”—Romans 1:5 (Philips) 


This suggested theme Scripture for the 
Women of the Church in 1955 is the compelling 
motive for every Birthday Gift since the be- 
ginning of this offering, May 1922. Inspired by 
the needs and opportunities of people around 
the world, these gifts of love have been made, 
through the years increasing in dollar volume, 
enlarging the perspective of the individual 
donor, and ministering more and more gener- 
ously to the desperately needy in the Master’s 
Name. 


The Yodogawa Christian Hospital, so named 
for a river flowing nearby the City of Osaka, 
Japan, is the objective of the 1955 offering. 
The first unit of this hospital—20 beds with 
correspondingly limited basic facilities and out- 
patient service—has been financed by Program 
of Progress funds. The urgency of enlarging the 
ministry to 60 beds with proportionately in- 
creased facilities challenged the Birthday Ob- 
jective Committee of our Women of the Church 
to the point of a decision that this shall be our 
objective this year. 


Three considerations commend themselves at 
this point: 


1. The Osaka - Kobe area is the second larg- 
est population center in Japan, with 5,000,000 
people within a 20-mile radius of the hospital, 
being, too, near the geographical center of the 
mission work of our Church in Japan. 


2. The tremendous physical needs of millions 


of people unable to finance personal hospitali- 
zation. 


3. From an economic standpoint, a 60-bed 
hospital is more practical than a 20-bed one. 
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The real challenging purpose, however, is 
not, primarily, the relief of human suffering, 
as needful as this is; again, it is not primarily 
for more economical operation. It is the bring- 
ing of these people to a redeeming knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 


Through the every-day deeds and words of 
a Christian Staff, of social workers, of trained 
evangelists, men and women are brought the 
healing message of the Christ. 


Our gifts, if made in prayer and love, shall 
be pleasing to Him. Let us make our offerings 
graciously, generously in His Name. 

— (Mrs. W. Rex) Ann M. Josey. 





The Predicament of the 
Missionary on Furlough 


‘The missionary on furlough in his homeland, 
especially after his first term, often finds him- 
self to be a complete misfit, and that because 
of the efforts of his friends to make him com- 
fortable. 


As the days approach when the missionary is 
to leave the field, he begins to look forward 
to seeing his family and loved ones, he begins 
to dream of renewed fellowship in the home 
church, and he longs increasingly for the spir- 
itual renewal for his parched soul which he is 
sure will result from taking in instead of giving 
out. 


The first thing that happens to him is to 
be suddenly thrust into a luxurious form of 
life that he forgot ever existed, all the more 
in contrast to his five to eight years of simple 
fare. He begins to wonder how the dear ones 
can enjoy all this when things are as they are 
where he has just come from. He accepts it with 
all graciousness in the anticipation of that blessed 
spiritual fellowship they will finally get around 
to enjoy together. Weeks wear into months and 
the blessed moments are postponed more and 
more. 


Once in a while a brief moment is provided 
when he can talk with his old friends about 
the inner burden of heart, but the conversation 
slips all too quickly into the problems of the 
church, the building program for next year, and 
from there into the ever present matter of earn- 
ing a living, buying houses, furniture, cars, and 
providing for the children. It is with a lonely 
feeling that the missionary finally realizes that 
he is living in a world distinct from theirs. He 
has come from a place where life has been 
cheap, death ever present, spiritual truths vastly 
more real. To his old friends life is something 
to enjoy, death is distant, the spiritual is crowd- 
ed out by the very interesting and absorbing 
business of acquiring things. 
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The difference is the attitude of Martha and 
Mary. Instead of being busy about making the 
missionary comfortable while he is in the home- 
land, let us absorb something of his viewpoint. 
Nothing would please him better, and nothing 
would do us more good.—P. H. S. 

—The Missionary Broadcaster 





Church News 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 











Atlanta, Ga. — The names of chairmen for 
twelve Standing Committees of the 1955 Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
and the minister to preach at the Sunday service 
for the Assembly were announced here today 
by Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., out-going moderator 
of the Assembly. 


Dr. H. E. Russell, pastor of Trinity Presby- 
terian Church of Montgomery, Ala., has been 
asked to bring the Sunday sermon on June 5. 
The General Assembly, which meets in Rich- 
mond, Va., will be in session from June 2 
through June 7. 


Chairmen named by the moderator included 
two laymen, elders from Shreveport, La., and 
| |@ Little Rock, Ark. These are Mr. John A. Rich- 
. ardson, of Shreveport, and Mr. A. Walton Litz, 
of Little Rock, to head the Standing Commit- 
) tees of Judicial Business, and Annuities and 
Relief, respectively. 


Other chairmen, and the committees which 
they will lead are: 


al 








> Dr. Sidney A. Gates, -pastor First Church, 
: {i Salisbury, N. C.; Bills and Overtures. 
| The Rev. J. Wayte Fulton, pastor Shenan- 
l H doah Church, Miami, Fla.; Office of the Gen- 
| | eral Assembly. 

iP Dr. A. H. Hollingsworth, Jr., pastor Second 
1 | Church, Roanoke, Va.; The General Council. 
The Rev. J. M. Walker, Jr., pastor First 
: Church, Roanoke Rapids, N. C.; World Mis- 
aa sions. 
\- The Rev. Thomas M. Davis, pastor Canal 
d Street Church, New Orleans, La.; Church Ex- 
y tension. 
it 
e Dr. R. T. L. Liston, president King College, 
n Bristol, Tenn.; Christian Education. 
y : The Rev. Albert C. Winn, professor Stillman 
‘ College, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Christian Relations. 
g The Rev. J. P. Noble, pastor Second Church, 

Greenville, S. C.; Women’s Work. 

iL. MAY 4. 1955 











The Rev. Massey Mott Heltzel, pastor Reid 
Memorial Church, Augusta, Ga.; Minister and 
His Work. 


The Rev. C. Ellis Nelson, professor, Austin 
Theological Seminary, Austin, ‘Texas; Inter- 
church Relations. 





PRE-ASSEMBLY CONFERENCE 
ON EVANGELISM 
Richmond, Va..—June 1-2, 1955 


Atlanta, Ga. — Three nationally known 
leaders in Christian evangelism will be key 
speakers and leaders of seminars for the fifth 
annual Pre-Assembly Conference on Evangelism 
for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. The con- 
ference, to be held from 2:00 p.m., June 1, until 
1:00 p.m., June 2, will be held in Grace Cove- 
nant Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va., im- 
mediately prior to the opening of the 1955 Gen- 
eral Assembly of the denomination. 


Dr. Charles B. Templeton, secretary of the 
Division of Evangelism, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A.; Dr. Berlyn V. Farris, executive secretary 
of the Joint Department of Evangelism, Na- 
tional Council of Churches; and Dr. Harry Den- 
man, executive secretary, General Board of 
Evangelism, Methodist Church, are the featured 
leaders. Drs. Templeton and Denman are re- 
turning to the conference as the result of popu- 
lar requests. 


Another feature of the one-day conference, 
which is under the direction of Dr. Wm. H. 
McCorkle, secretary of the Division of Evange- 
lism of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., will be 
an address on “Evangelistic Formulas That 
Work.” Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, pastor of the 
Park Street Church of Boston, Mass., will be 
the speaker at 8:00 p.m. June lI. 


\n open panel, presenting two less familiar 
aspects of evangelism, will be offered at the 
June 2 morning session, with the Rev. Ludwig 
R. Dewitz, director of Emmanuel Center, Balti- 
more Md.; and the Rev. F. Sidney Anderson, 
pastor of Porterdale Presbyterian Church, Por- 
terdale, Ga., speaking. The hour and a half 
session will give 45 minutes each to Mr. Dewitz’ 
discussion of “Bringing Christ to the Jews,” and 
Mr. Anderson’s ““The Church’s Message to the 
Industrial Community.” 


Dr. Farris’ featured address will come at 4:30 
p.m., June 1, and will be entitled “Resurgent 
Protestantism.” 


The closing address, at 3:00 p.m., June 2, will 
be presented by Charles R. Bradford, elder of 
the Decatur Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga. 
He will speak on “The Layman as an Evange- 
list.” 
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Seminars will take up the majority of the 
time of the conference, which is open to all 
Assembly commissioners and others interested 
in evangelism. The first session, following the 
2:00 p.m. registration on June I, will be devoted 
to three sections of seminars, each with a third 
of the total attending the conference. 


Dr. Templeton will lead the seminar on “Fel 
lowship Evangelism.” Dr. Denman will head 
the “Visitation Evangelism” discussion. And Dr. 
McCorkle, working with his associate secretary, 
the Rev. A. E. Dimmock, will head the “As- 
similation” seminar. These three sections will 
be repeated at 10:30 a.m., June 2, and again 
at 2:00 p.m. the same day, in order that all 
attending may sit in on all sections. 


In addition to his work with these sections, 
Dr. Templeton will hold an optional seminar 
especially for ministers on “Preaching Evange- 
lism,” at 11:30 a.m., June 2. 


Dr. McCorkle will present “Forward Look— 
Our Emphases in 1956,” at a 7:30 p.m. session 
immediately preceding Dr. Ockenga’s address 
the first day. 


THE PROGRAM 


Wednesday Afternoon—June | 

2:00-3:00: Registration, Grace Covenant Church 
3:00 Devotional 

3:30-4:30 Seminars 


1/3 of Group—Assimilation Rev. A. E. 
Dimmock - Dr. Wm. H. McCorkle, Secre- 
taries, Division of Evangelism, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 


1/3 of Group—Fellowship Evangelism - Dr. 
Charles B. Templeton, Secretary, Division 
of Evangelism, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


1/3 of Group—Visitation Evangelism - Dr. 
Harry Denman, Executive Secretary, Gen- 
eral Board of Evangelism, Methodist Church 

4:30-5:30 Address - “Resurgent Protestantism” - 
Dr. Berlyn V. Farris, Executive Secretary, 
Joint Department of Evangelism, National 
Council of Churches 


Wednesday Evening—June | 
7:30-8:00 “Forward Look” - Our Emphasis in 
1956 - Dr. Wm. H. McCorkle 


8:00-9:00 Address: “Evangelistic Formulas That 
Work” - Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, Pastor, 
Park Street Church, Boston, Mass. 


Thursday Morning—]une 2 


9:00-10:30 Open Panel - “Bringing Christ To 
The Jews - Rev. Ludwig R. Dewitz, Director 
Emmanuel Center, Baltimore, Md. 
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“The Church’s Message To The Industrial 
Community” - Rev. F. Sidney Anderson, 
Pastor Porterdale Presbyterian Church, Por- 
terdale, Ga., and Instructor, Dept. of In- 
dustrial Church, Columbia Theological 
Seminary 


10:30-11:30 Seminars 
Assimilation - Mr. Dimmock, Dr. McCorkle 
Fellowship Evangelism - Dr. Templeton 
Visitation Evangelism - Dr. Denman 


11:30-12:30—Optional Seminar Especially for 
Ministers - “Preaching Evangelism” - Dr. 
Charles B. ‘Templeton 


Thursday Afternoon—June 2 

2:00-3:00 Seminars 
Assimilation - Mr. Dimmock - Dr. McCorkle 
Fellowship Evangelism - Dr. Templeton 
Visitation Evangelism - Dr. Denman 

3:00-4:00 Address: “The Layman As An Evan- 


gelist” - Elder Charles R. Bradford, Decatur 
Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga. 





The Shavers Return to Their Post in Brazil 


Atlanta, Ga. Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. 
Shaver, who have been serving their Church 
since 1949 as missionaries to Brazil, today hav- 
ing ended a year’s furlough here have begun 
their return to their mission post. The couple, 
members of the Morningside Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta, and former residents of 
this city, sailed from New York on April 21. 
Their work is located in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


Mr. Shaver is treasurer of the two mission 
fields maintained by the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., in East and West Brazil. The couple also 
have general over-sight of the Armstrong School, 
a church school which has boarding students 
from seven to 17 years of age. 


Nashville, Tenn. Two missionaries for the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., will leave the United 
States for work in Africa and Japan within 
the next three days. 

By air, Miss Ruth Worth is returning to 
Bulape, Belgian Congo, Africa, from Nashville. 
She has been in this country since late Novem- 


ber, 1954, on an emergency furlough, getting | 


treatment for a knee broken in an accident in 
Africa. Miss Worth is a graduate of Agnes Scott 


College, Decatur, Ga., and attended the Uni- | 


versity of Virginia. She is a medical technician 
who first went out to the China mission, but 
was transferred to the Africa mission in Decem- 
ber, 1951. She will fly back to her work on 
April 21. 

Going by boat, and leaving the West Coast 
on April 23, is Miss June Lamb, new missionary 
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to Japan. Since attending the Institute of Out- 
going Missionaries in Montreat, N. C., last sum- 
mer, she has been attending Assembly’s Train- 
ing School in Richmond. Miss Lamb will serve 
as a Medical Social Worker for the new hospital 
at Osaka, Japan. 





Trinity Presbyterian Church 


Trinity Presbyterian Church, of Meridian, 
Mississippi, held the first service in its new 
home on Easter morning. It is a very handsome 
structure, costing approximately $100,000.00. 
Rev. J. V. Cobb is the pastor, having assumed 
his duties February 15, 1951, when the mem- 
bership was 49. Since that date 129 members 
have been received, with a loss of 30 due to 
death and transfers. Present membership is 148. 

Since its organization Trinity has steadily in- 
creased its giving to current expenses, the build- 
ing budget and the benevolent causes of the 
church at large. 


SUCCESSFUL REVIVAL DIRECTED 
BY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 


Several months ago the Session of the Ala- 
bama Avenue Church, of Selma, Ala., gave its 
Adult Adviser leave to plan for a Youth Spon- 
sored Revival. This meeting was held the last 
week in March, with the Rev. W. T. Iverson, 
of Port St. Joe, Fla., as the evangelist. This 
young minister just two years from the Sem- 
inary, gave a good account of himself as an 
evangelist and Bible student, conducting serv- 
ices twice daily. 

The meeting was entirely in the hands of 
the High School Fellowship group, who in- 
augurated and executed short prayer services 
in every home of the church, formed a large 
chorus choir, the boys presided at the services 
and did the ushering. The adults were asked 
only to give their prayers and _ presence. 


The evangelistic zeal of the youthful min- 
ister, his effective witnessing in personal work, 
made an indelible impression on the church, 
young and old, and created intense hunger for 
a deeper spiritual life on the part of all. 


As a visible result fourteen were added to 
the church, all but one on confession and re- 
statement of Faith. Truly this church, but a 
small unit in our great Southern Church, has 
experienced a spiritual awakening. 

Last year was a banner year in the history 
of this church. One addition to every five mem- 
bers, an increased zeal for World Missions, more 
tithers as an expression of Christian Steward- 
ship, marked the 1954 record. We would be 
happy to hear from any other church in the 
Assembly making an equal showing or better. 
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Truly the Journal’s constant appeal for a 
spiritual revival, as the only solution to our 
national sins, should begin to bear fruit in many 
of our churches. Bigness and organization will 
play a small part in such an awakening. The 
Holy Spirit is ready and waiting for a “heart 
burning desire’’ on the part of the leaders of 
our church, and He will honor only those who 
adhere to an infallible Book, and exalt the 
Divine Christ. 


SPECIAL SERVICES AT SALEM AND 
LITHONIA CHURCHES 
ATLANTA PRESBYTERY 


We, the sessions of the Salem and Lithonia 
Presbyterian Churches, wish publicly to praise 
Almighty God for the movement of His Spirit 
among us, and for the ministry of His devoted 
servants, Mr. Calvin Thielman and Rev. Leigh- 
ton Ford, both seniors of Columbia Seminary, 
during our recent combined evangelistic services. 





Mr. Thielman was evangelist for the first 
three days at the Salem Church, after which 
the site of the meeting was moved to the 
Lithonia Church, where Rev. Leighton Ford 
assumed these duties. The idea behind this 
meeting was solely to win lives to Jesus Christ. 
Invitations were extended at each service and 
a total of thirty responded. In view of the 
population of Lithonia (1538) and the fact 
that Salem is a country church, this is a rela- 
tively large number of decisions. The beneficial 
effect of the inspired preaching of these two 
young men upon the membership of both 
churches was of tremendous importance. 


For churches which are willing to undergird 
these two men with prayer and hard work we 
can whole-heartedly recommend their evange- 
listic ministry. Mr. Ford will go to Great 
Britain immediately after graduation to assist 
in the Billy Graham London Crusade, and to 
hold evangelistic meetings in Scotland this sum- 
mer. His address is 4501 Park Road, Charlotte, 
N. C. Mr. Thielman has accepted a call to 
the Presbyterian Church in Waynesville, N. C. 





17-JEWEL WATCHES 


ONLY $14.95 POSTPAID. Finest Swiss 
manufacture. Gold plated. Beautiful 
radium dial. Shock and water resistant. 
Lifetime crystal. Expansion bracelet, fits 
any size wrist. $75.00 value. Sacrifice. 
Manufacturer's Christmas overstock. You 
examine these watches. Wear them at 
our risk. Satisfaction guaranteed or money 
refunded. Order by mail. Specify men’s 
or ladies’. LINCOLN SURPLUS SALES, 


1704 W. Farwell Ave., Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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Revival at Smyrna, Georgia 
The First 
Georgia, 


Smyrna, 
has recently experienced a gracious 
revival under the preaching ministry of Dr. 


Presbyterian Church of 


John R. Richardson, pastor of Westminster 


Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. 


Dr. Richardson faithfully proclaimed the 
great doctrines of the Reformed faith, with 
Mr. Gilbert Johnson, manager of Atlanta’s 
Crestlawn Cemetery, leading the evangelistic 


singing. 

As a result of the revival, twelve persons 
were added to the Church. Rev. John H. 
Knight is in his fifth year as pastor of the 


Smyrna Church, whose membership has doubled 
during the past three vears. 


Presbyterians visiting in the Atlanta area 
are invited to attend the Smyrna Church, 
which lies four miles south of Marietta, Geor- 
gia, on Old Highway 41. 

Albemarle Presbytery 

The 132d Stated meeting of Albemarle Pres- 
bytery was held at the Johnson Memorial 
Church, Tarboro, April 12. Present were 31 
ministers and 34 Ruling Elders. Rev. E. Lee 


Willingham ITI was elected Moderator. Decisions 
of the Court included an overture to the As- 
sembly asking that the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union be discontinued. \ Commis- 
sion appointed to organize a church at 
Grifton. Commissioners to the Assembly were 
elected, as follows: 


was 


Ministers, principals: Rev. Messrs. W. D. Mor- 
ton, W. P. Burns and E. L. Willingham, III; 
alternates J]. M. Smith, H. F. Chesnutt and 
C. H. Brown. 


Ruling Elders, principals: W. N. Clark, W. F. 
Somers and Sterling Wooten; alternates J. A. 
Mitchener, Jr., W. B. Harper, and F. L. Fussell. 

J. W. Hassell, Stated Clerk. 





West Hanover Presbytery 


The Presbytery of West Hanover met in 
Stated session in the Cumberland Church, the 
opening sermon being preached by the Mod- 
erator, Rev. S. S. Day. Special orders were ad- 
dresses by Mr. Pratt representing the Presby- 
terian Survey, Rev. J. S. Albertson representing 
Sunnyside Home, and Misses Rachel Wylie and 
Peggy Fitch and Rev. Carl May on behalf of the 
Assembly’s Training School. Mrs. D. D. Col- 
cock, President of the Women of the Presbytery, 
reported on their work. An overture was sent 
to the Synod of Virginia requesting a readjust- 
ment of presbytery boundaries such that op- 
portunities for new churches in a rapidly devel- 
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West Hanover contiguous to 


oping section in 
Lynchburg might be taken advantage of as 
cannot be done without the help of the Lynch- 


burg churches. A minority report of the Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations as presented by 
Mr. Atwell Somerville was adopted, by which 
«an overture of the Davis Memorial Church was 
not accepted by Presbytery as representing its 
views except as to one resolution of said over- 
ture: “That the question of integration be re- 
manded to the Synod of Virginia for further 
discussion and reconsideration.” The report 
adopted by Presbytery expressed the opinion 
that Synod “went too far in appointing a com- 
mittee or representatives to appear before the 
Governor’s commission to present the declaratory 
statement of Synod.” The vote on this report 
was 19 to 13. Rev. J. W. Orders was chosen 
Moderator-in-Nomination for the summer stated 
meeting, the place of which is to be announced 
later. 


Twyman Williams, Stated Clerk. 


MECKLENBURG PRESBYTERY 
208th stated session in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Monroe on April 12th. Rev. Russell 
M. Kerr, pastor of the Philadelphia Presbyterian 
Church was succeeded as moderator by Rev. 
Carl S$. Miller, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Rockingham. 


held its 


Three ministers were received: Rev. Jas. L. 
Doom from Pee Dee Presbytery and a commis- 
sion was appointed to install him pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Hamlet; Rev. 
T. Duke Williams was received from Birming- 
ham Presbytery and arranged for his installation 
as pastor of the Camp Greene Presbyterian 
Church; and Rev. W. E. Lytch, pastor- elect of 
the Newell Church, was received from Concord 
Presbytery. Mr. Leighton Ford was transferred 
as a candidate for the ministry from Chatham 
Presbytery, in the Presbyterian Church of Can- 
ada, and after examination was ordained as 
an evangelist. He is a brother-in-law of Dr. Billy 
Frank Graham and when some additional work 
is completed at Columbia Seminary he and Mrs. 
Ford will sail for Scotland where he becomes 
a member of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Team. 

Three candidates were received by transfer:— 
Mr. W. D. Lively from Bluestone Presbytery 
and he will be ordained and installed pastor 
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of the Brainerd Presbyterian Church; Mr. Wm. 
N. Clark, Jr., from Albemarle Presbytery, pastor- 
elect of the First Presbyterian Church of Mt. 
Gilead; Mr. Edward A. McLeod from Fayette- 
ville Presbytery, who is to become pastor of the 
Camden and Morven Presbyterian Churches. 
Examined with them was our own candidate 
Mr. Joseph McClure, pastor-elect of the Hun- 
tersville Presbyterian Church. Commissions were 
appointed to ordain and install each of them. 


Five men were received as candidates for the 
ministry: —Messrs. S. M. Busch, of Pageland, 
S. C., and already enrolled in Union Seminary, 
John W. Campbell of Caldwell Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, Wm. B. Huntley of the West- 
minster Church, Frank Blair Turner of the 
Trinity Church and Donald Reid Wilson of the 
Plaza Church. 


The pastoral relationship existing between 
Dr. Jas. A. Jones, president-elect of Union The- 
ological Seminary, and the Myers Park Presby- 
terian Church was dissolved. 


Rev. A. Leslie Thompson, pastor of the 
Sugaw Creek Church, addressed the Presbytery 
on the Mecklenburg Presbyterian Bi-Centen- 
nial. Two hundred years of organized Presby- 
terianism in Mecklenburg County is to be cele- 
brated on June 14, 15, 16 in the presentation 
at the Southern States Fair Ground of the spec- 
tacular outdoor drama, “Voice in the Wilder- 
ness” by Dr. Legette Blythe, an elder in the 
Huntersville Church and the author of a shelf 
of historical and religious books. 


Mrs. R. A. Willis, Jr., of Monroe, spoke to 
the Presbytery in presenting the annual report 
of the Women of the Church of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery. Dr. Roy F. Whitley, host pastor, 
presented Mrs. William Brewer who read an 
historical sketch of the church. 


A commission was appointed to organize a 
new church in the midst of two large Negro 
housing developments. The minister, Rev. W. 
T. Taylor, announced that seventeen additional 
names were to be added to the hundred pre- 
sented asking for charter membership. The loca- 
tion is 2516 South Tryon Street in Charlotte. 

Presbytery denied the petitions of nine ses- 
sions asking that the Assembly be overtured 
to abolish the Committee on Cooperation and 
Union. The amendments proposed to_ para- 
graphs 126, 232, 145A and 147 of the Book 
of Church Order were approved. The proposed 
new chapter relative to commissioning directors 
of Christian education was not approved. 


The Presbytery meets as guests of the Pres- 
bytery’s Committee on Religious Education at 
Camp Stewart on July 19th with Rev. S. M. 
Hutchison as moderator-nominee. Rev. F. C. 
Debele, Jr., Stated Clerk, was assisted by Rev. 
A. Leslie Thompson and Rev. R. W. Rayburn. 
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VBS AIDS 





BIBLE PLAST-O-CRAFT 
offers everything you 
need to make a 
church, a Roman sol- 
dier, a cross, and a 
ship in exciting 3-D. 
Packet contains die- 
cut cardboard pieces 
in graduated sizes, 
glue, modeling plas- 
ter, and instructions. 
No. 6225, $1.00 








GLITTER CRAFT SETS contain 8 outline pic- 
tures and mottoes, and 4 bags of sparkling 
glitter in red, blue, green, and gold. Apply 
glue and sprinkle on glitter for attractive 
wall mottoes. Both sets completely different. 
No. 6221, Set No. 1; Ne. 6226, Set No. 2. 


METAL CRAFT SETS include 8 sheets of 4” x 
5” aluminum foil, and outline pictures. Place 
pattern on foil and trace to make a raised 
picture in gleaming metal. Set No. 2 con- 
tains material for 8, 4° x5” pictures of 
4, 5° x8" pictures. 

No. 6222, Set No. 1; No. 6227, Set No. 2 


Each Craft Set, 75c. 


PUBLICITY AIDS 


SOUVENIR TAG. Red, yel- 
low, and charcoal. Scrip- 
ture verse, space for name. 
No. 9255. 25¢. per dozen; 
$1.50 per 100. 

METAL BUTTON. Large 

size. Red, white, and blue. 

No. 7802. 30c. per dozen; 

$2.25 pex 100. 

POSTER, DODGER, AND 

POSTCARD in _ identical, 

full-color design. 

No. 9175. Poster (15 x 
20) 15¢. each; $1.50 
per dozen. 

No. 9174. Dodger (5” x 
634") 60¢. per 100. 

" Postcard; 25¢. 
$1.50 per 


At Your Bookstore or 
THE STANDARD PUBLISHING FOUNDATION 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio 





per dozen; 
100. 

















Breyonp Tuts Nicut. Rachel Borne. Zon- 


dervan. $2.50. 


This delightful novel contains many beautiful 
and thrilling descriptions with a dramatic back- 
ground for the fascinating and gripping action 
found in each chapter. The experiences depicted 
illustrate the truth that all things do work to- 
gether for good to those who love God and are 
called according to His purpose. 
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THE GospeL oF JoHN, Vol. II, New Testament 
Commentary by William Hendrickson, Grand 
Rapids, Baker Book Store, pp 507. $6.50. 

It is indeed a pleasure to welcome this second 
and concluding volume of Dr. Hendrickson’s 
careful and scholarly studies in the Gospel 
of John. The work is done with a painstaking 
thoroughness which is most refreshing and stim- 
ulating. The reviewer thought he had canvassed 
the account of the raising of Lazarus in all its 
details, until he read this searching exposition 
and found to his delight other treasures un- 
covered. The work is conservative, but not ob- 
scurant. For example, the author gives both 
sides of the issue but leans to the shorter read- 
ing of John.3.13b. There is a full and fair dis- 
cussion of the two verbs for love in the con- 
versation between Peter and Jesus with the 
conclusion that agapao indicates love, deep- 
seated, through-going, the act of the entire per- 
sonality; while phileo indicates spontaneous af- 
fection, with emotions playing the prominent 
part. 

In a day when many are talking of a spiritual 
rather than a physical resurrection and even 
saying that “St. John in his Gospel suggests 
that the resurrection body of Jesus for eviden- 
tial purposes retained certain physical proper- 
ties”,* it is a pleasure to read Dr. Hendrickson’s 
clear exposition that gives no intimation the 
physical properties were merely for evidential 
purposes. 

Commenting on 20.20, Hendrickson writes: 

“This person has a real body. He has hands, 
He shows his side (probably the left side). He 
is not a phantom. Let all docetics take note.” 

Expounding John 20.17, the commentator 
shows that Jesus did not object to being touched, 
but that what He said to Mary was, “Do not 
cling to me,” or cease clinging to me. This 
translation accords with that given the text by 
the late Wm. Temple, by Bauer in HbzNT., 
and with Markus Barth’s incisive dictum: 

“It was not till after the Resurrection that 
the ‘handling’ of the apostles gained normative 
and fundamental significance; for this reason 
special significance must be attributed to the 
presentation of the touching of the Risen One.” 
Der Augenzeuge. 

In the confrontation between the _ risen 
Jesus and Thomas, Hendrickson shows how the 
commands of Jesus met every one of the de- 
mands of Thomas, thus: See my hands - Bring 
here your finger - And bring your hand, and 
put it into my side - And no longer be unbe- 
lieving but believing. “Did Thomas actually 
do as Christ commanded Him? Though the 
answer is not specifically stated, it is probable 
that he did. In fact, the question might be 





*WHAT IS A PRESBYTERIAN? authorized by the 
Session of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
New York. 


PAGE 20 


asked, Did he have any choice in the matter? 
Was he not obliged to do as instructed? Beside 
there is Luke 24.39 and especially I John 1.1.” 
And if the esteemed commentator will permit, 
the reviewer would add: Matthew 28.9; Acts 
10.41; Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans, 3. In Christ, 
God the Word became flesh, truly man, and in 
His physical manhood conquered death. That 
which was placed in the tomb dead, really came 
out alive. 


Up from the grave, He arose 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes. 
g | 


—Wnm. C. R. 


CAPTAIN DADEY AND Prc-LEGGED ‘TRAMP. 
Craig Massey. Zondervan. $1.00. 


A mystery story for boys and girls. It leads 
to the acceptance of Christ as Saviour and His 
companionship in life. 


PROGRAMS For Boys AND GIRLS. 
rott. Zondervan. $1.00. 


Leslie Par- 


The boys and girls programs in this book 
are divided into two sections of 13 lessons each 
for spring and summer. They are all designed 
to result in Christian nurture. 


HeERE’s FUN WITH SCIENCE. 
Zondervan. Paper - $.50. 


Vernon Howard. 
Board - $1.00. 


A book of popular easy-to-do experiments and 
activities for boys and girls. It is written to 
make the marvels of science real to young 
people. All experiments are entirely safe to 
perform. 


HeReE’s FUN WituH Cookinc. Carolyn Howard. 
Zondervan. $.50 - paper. $1.00 - board. 


This book is prepared to make cooking a 
real pleasure. There are dishes for a wide 
variety of occasions. All recipes in this book 
are easy to prepare. 


THE TAsK OF CHRISTIAN EpuUCATION. D. Camp- 
bell Wyckoff. 


Westminster Press. $2.75. 

Dr. Wycoff thoroughly explores the problems 
involved in developing the aim of Christian 
Education. He examines the available resources, 
outlines its pattern and ably shows its practical 
application to curriculum, methods, organiza- 
tion and leadership training. This book should 
be of value to college and seminary students 
in introducing them to the field of Christian 
Education and in helping them to organize and 
summarize their own points of view. 
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